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22 August 2025 Western Australia
Hon. Roger Cook MLA M@ Vorce ofﬁuer
Premier; Minister for State Development; Trade Investment; Economic Diversification
13th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Street

West Perth WA 6005

cc. Hon Rita Saffioti MLA, Deputy Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Transport; Sport and Recreation, Hon Reece
Whitby MLA, Minister for Police; Road Safety; Tourism; Great Southern

Dear Premier,
RE: Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre Expansion

As you would be aware, expanding the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre (PCEC) is the most critical, long-
standing infrastructure need of Western Australia’s visitor economy.

Western Australia has seen significant previous public investment in Perth’s major event venues (Optus Stadium
and RAC Arena) and private investment in hotel rooms. Your government’s strategic focus on events is now
converting that public and private investment into major economic gains for Western Australia.

For business events however, the limits on PCEC’s capacity and competitiveness are already resulting in a
significant loss of foregone events, delegates, visitor expenditure and State Government GST revenue. The need to
expand PCEC has already been identified by Infrastructure WA as a top strategic priority for the State in its
Foundations for a Stronger Tomorrow state infrastructure strategy.

PCEC is the oldest centre of any Australian capital city - every other State has expanded its convention centre to
create jobs and diversify their economy. PCEC requires enhanced capacity and competitiveness to retain current
business events, as well as grow business events, delegate expenditure and trade opportunities. Perth is now
losing jobs and business tourism to cities like Adelaide and Brisbane, which have expanded their business event
capacity.

We have noticed recent media speculation as to further delays in relation to the PCEC expansion. A firm timetable
for the expansion of PCEC is needed to underpin ongoing public and private investment in hotels, tourism
infrastructure, marketing, events and aviation.

The need to expand PCEC is already acute. Furthermore, significant consideration should be given to the expanded
capacity of Perth Airport which will generate an additional 4 million passengers when completed. This additional
international and interstate passenger capacity will make Perth a Tier 1 City for events and tourism. PCEC must
also be expanded to become a Tier 1 venue to realise, and not restrict, this growth of Western Australia’s visitor
economy.

While the tourism industry has other infrastructure needs ranging from visitor facilities in National Parks to ferry
terminals and regional airports, we write to emphasise the importance of a firm decision and timetable for the
expansion of PCEC.

Yours Sincerely,

Evan Hall
Chief Executive Officer
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